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At 8:00 a.m. today, Emmett Mayor Gordon Petrie issued a disaster declaration to assist in the city’s readiness preparation and response to the 2019 novel coronavirus (COVID-19).  
This declaration does not in any way suggest there is an increased risk of contracting the virus in the City of Emmett.  That risk is still determined to be low.  However, the declaration is pro-active and precautionary, giving the city greater flexibility concerning funding options and emergency preparedness.  The Declaration expires in seven (7) days unless the City Council, at its next meeting, March 24th, elects to confirm it. 
As Mayor Petrie explained in the formal document, “A declaration activates the response and recovery aspects of applicable local or intergovernmental disaster emergency plans for furnishing of aid and assistance.”

While the language of the declaration uses the term “imminent”, such language is essentially a precondition; nevertheless, it accurately describes Emmett’s current situation.  “Imminent” means, among other things, “close” and not exclusively something expected to happen soon.  
Since the virus exists in Ada County, which is contiguous to Gem County, by definition, then, the threat is close (imminent).  That is why Emmett is now executing all proper planning and preparation the city can at this juncture in the event the virus invades our community.

As an example, the city is preparing the upper level of its Annex 1 to become the Emergency Operations Center should it become necessary to move operations there.  As an additional measure, Mayor Petrie appointed Fire Chief Curt Christensen as the primary Liaison Officer for the city’s Emergency Operations interaction with county, state and federal authorities.
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